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This risk assessment template aims to provide an awareness to some of the potential risks associated with a container for change program within a school environment and is intended to support P&Cs to develop a successful container refund scheme.
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	Hazards or risks that may be present in the activity
	Management of activity (risk mitigation)
	Tick

	Site suitability
	Safety is a key consideration. The location of the infrastructure* will:
· allow for adequate truck and pedestrian traffic movements, preferably at the school’s existing waste zone
· be away from student traffic area.
	

	Contamination with general waste
	· Use small tubs or wheelie bins to reduce contamination in and around bulk bags.
· Remove food waste and place in school compost.
· Remove general waste and add to general-waste wheelie bin.
· Remove recyclables and place in kerbside recycling bin.
· Educate students to use the right bin by speaking on parade/assembly. Student leaders can role-play how to use the bins at parade (primary schools). Teachers can discuss in the classroom.
· Educate students on the condition of containers (empty/no lids/no straws).
	

	Odour from unwashed eligible drink containers
	· Locate storage infrastructure* away from and downwind of sensitive receptors such as school classrooms, playground areas and eating areas.
· Ensure collection bins or bags are stored in a well-ventilated area.
· Ensure that eligible drink containers are not stored for more than two weeks in winter and one week in summer.
· Consider retrofitting of odour control devices, such as deodorant sprays or odour fences, if necessary.
	

	Pests (vinegar flies and cockroaches)
	· Minimise vinegar fly and cockroach infestation by ensuring only empty drink containers are placed in collection bags or bins.
· Ensure that the school community is aware of the importance of donating only empty, rinsed drink containers (use social media, newsletter articles, speaking on parade/assembly).
· Organise regular collections by your Refund Point Operator.
	

	Release of liquids from drink containers to neighbouring properties
	· Store drink containers in enclosed storage (e.g. 240L wheelie bin/skip bin).
· Locate storage infrastructure* away from school boundaries to keep liquid from entering neighbouring properties.
	

	Poorly stored drink containers leading to slips, trips and falls
	· Store drink containers in enclosed storage (e.g. 240L wheelie bin/skip bin).
· Avoid placing wheelie bins in main thoroughfares and walkways.
	




	CONTAINER COLLECTION DAY
	

	Hazards or risks that may be present in the activity
	Management of activity (risk mitigation)
	Tick

	Injuries while sorting
	· Wear gloves (e.g. gardening gloves) when sorting, emptying and rinsing drink containers.
· Wear enclosed shoes when sorting, emptying and rinsing drink containers.
· Ensure that students work in pairs to carry tubs and small wheelie bins when transferring containers to larger bins/skips.
· Provide training for all volunteers and students undertaking the sorting.
· Designate a “sorting supervisor”.
	

	Contamination with non-eligible drink containers (e.g. wine bottles, milk bottles) and recyclable material
	· Sort non-eligible drink containers and other recyclable material into the kerbside recycling bin.
· Educate the school community about eligible drink containers through social media, newsletter articles, speaking on parade/assembly.
	

	Exposure to liquids from drink containers
	· Wear gloves and enclosed shoes when sorting, emptying and rinsing drink containers.
· Provide access to a bucket or sink and aim to empty containers without being splashed by contents.
· Ensure that the school community is aware of the importance of donating only empty, rinsed drink containers (use social media, newsletter articles, speaking on parade/assembly).
	

	Refund Point Operators emptying bins/skips from the school grounds
	· Ensure that your Refund Point Operator has public liability insurance of not less than $20M for itself, employees, staff, representatives, agents and associated entities that access school grounds.
· Storage infrastructure* should be located in an area that is out of bounds to students.
· Set container collection times to minimise interactions with students. Avoid drop-off and pick-up times.
	

	THEFT
	

	Hazards or risks that may be present in the activity
	Management of activity (risk mitigation)
	Tick

	Theft of containers
	· Minimise theft by ensuring that collection bins are stored in a secure, out-of sight-location.
· Develop a roster to put away collection bins each day. School staff, grounds person, cleaners, teachers, school crossing supervisor, tuckshop staff, OSHC staff and/or P&C volunteers may be helpful.
	

	Break-ins to school property to steal containers
	· Install locks that cannot be tampered with and CCTV cameras to monitor the container storage area [only if required]. Grants may be available for this purpose (e.g. from the Department of Environment).
	




























* Infrastructure is specific to each school site and may include bulk bags, wheelie bins, skips etc.
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